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KEEPING

Pennsylvania painter
Andrew Wyeth dies at 91

American painter Andrew Wyeth
died Jan. 15, 2009, at his home near
Philadelphia. He was born in 1917 in
Chadds Ford, a farming village in south-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Wyeth was known world-wide for
his paintings of rural landscapes of

Pennsylvania and Maine, where he kept
a second home. Perhaps his best-known
painting is “Christina’s World,” featur-
ing a young girl in a field looking at a
house (pictured). It is at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York. He worked
mainly in tempera and watercolor.

Whyeth was widely acclaimed inside and
outside of the art world. President John F.
Kennedy awarded him a Presidential Free-
dom Award and President Richard Nixon
held a dinner and private exhibition of his
works at the \White House.

Parks, forests still open
for winter fun

Although many people like to snuggle
up with a good book next to a roaring
fire in the fireplace during the winter
months, there are plenty of others who
enjoy the cold-weather activities that are
available in Pennsylvania’s 2.4 million
acres of state forest and park lands.

Snowmobiling and winter ATE trails
are open in state forests and parks. Oth-
er winter activities include sledding,
late-season hunting, ice fishing, cross
country skiing, downhill skiing and ice
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skating. Information about activities in
state parks is available at www.getout-
doorspa.state.pa.us.

Fighting ID theft

In an effort to help guard against
identity theft, the Pennsylvania Com-
mission on Crime and Delinquency
(PCCD), the Pennsylvania State Police
and the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation have unveiled an
updated “ldentity Theft Action Plan”
website to help consumers prevent,
and recover from, identity theft.

READERresponse

The site, www.identitytheftaction-
plan.com, offers resources for consumers,
including an action plan brochure with a
checklist that allows consumers to write
down and quickly access their credit
card, bank and driver’s license informa-
tion. The checklist should be stored in a
secure location. The brochure also is
available at PennDOT Driver License
Centers and State Police stations or by
calling the PCCD at 717/705-0888.

The Identity Theft Resource Center
reports 30 million Americans were vic-
tims of identity theft during the past five
years, surpassing drug trafficking as the
top crime in the nation. W

After reading the “Christmas Memory” article by Marcus Schneck in the
December 2008 issue of Penn Lines, an alert member let us know that clubmoss
should not be collected for Christmas decorations because it has become scarce

in many parts of the United States:

| liked the “Christmas memory” article, as | myself used to col-
lect the clubmoss, known to me as “ground pine.” My girlfriend and
I would ride our horses on top of Mt. Nittany in Centre County every
year before Christmas, taking burlap feed sacks to collect it...

Many years later, | am still interested in the outdoors, though |
don’t ride any longer, nor do | collect the ground pine or “‘crows-
foot” as Mr. Schneck called it. | had read several articles about it,
and apparently it takes many years to grow, so taking it from

nature is probably not a great idea.
Vivienne Slear

Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative

Another reader had this to say about some recent articles:

| enjoyed reading the article “Lasting Impressions”
(by Kathy Hackleman) about the history of New Deal
murals in Pennsylvania post offices in the January 2009
issue of Penn Lines. In the 20 years | have read and
browsed through Penn Lines, | believe this was the most
informative and well-written article | have read. | certain-

ly am motivated to see the post office murals exhibit at the state museum myself...

| was also impressed with the compilation of stories about individuals from var-
ious electric cooperatives in the “Rural Scenes” section of the December 2008
Penn Lines issue. Again, the details, photos and page spread allowed some very
fascinating stories to be shared, especially those which highlighted green energy

approaches.
Gary Huggens
Adams Electric Cooperative



ENERGYMatters

“Our Energy, Our Future”
wants to hear from you

The “Our Energy, Our Future”™
grassroots awareness campaign has been
going strong for one year, and in that
time hundreds of thousands of electric
cooperative consumers have sent more
than 1.5 million messages to their elected
officials. These messages have brought
the consumer voice to Capitol Hill, urg-
ing lawmakers to develop and support
sound, thoughtful policy that will secure
an affordable energy future for our
nation.

With a new year comes a new adminis-
tration to Washington, D.C., and a Con-
gress flush with new members. These new
faces must also be made aware of the chal-
lenges consumers could face if they pursue
the wrong energy policy. As a result, we
must continue to press our elected officials
on three questions central to “Our Energy,
Our Future:”

What is your plan to make sure we have
the electricity we will need in the future?

What are you doing to speed the devel-
opment of new technology that will allow
me to have the electric power | need while
meeting national climate policy goals?

How much is all this going to increase
my electric bill and what will you do to
make it affordable?

In 2009, the campaign will offer you the
opportunity to share personal stories and
struggles related to paying your electric
bills, helping drive home the importance of
affordability in any legislative proposal. In
addition, we are adding a fourth question,
asking you to contact your congressional
representatives and ask that they work
with local electric cooperatives to under-
stand and solve our nation’s energy chal-
lenges.

To learn more about how you can record
and send a personal message to Congress,
please visit wwwi.ourenergy.coop. After one
year, this campaign is off to a strong start,
and in a time of energy uncertainty — your
voice is needed now more than ever. |l

Energy Policy 101

An ever-growing list of terms and acronyms describe aspects of public policy that can
have a very real impact on electric bills at home. As energy policy gets shaped through the
actions of a new administration and Congress, expect to hear more about the terms below.

Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS)

Laws passed by 28 states and Washington, D.C,, (as of 2008) that require investor-
owned utilities, some municipal electric systems, and electric generation suppliers
to add increasing amounts of ‘clean and green’energy to their power supply mix
by a certain date. Eighteen states call for electric co-ops to meet RPS mandates.

CleanR le Energy Bonds (CREBs)

Federal bonds that act as interest-free loans and provide not-for-profit electric
co-ops with a way to invest in renewable generation. Co-ops had used

5450 million in CREBs for renewable generation projects by the end of 2008.

Production Tax Credit (PTC)

A federal tax incentive designed to support the introduction of new renewable
energy sources (such as wind, geothermal, biomass, and small hydropower) by
investor-owned utilities, Electric co-ops are not eligible for the PTC, but can use
CREBs for the same purpose.

Cap and Trade

A system of regulating greenhouse gases (GHG), like carbon dioxide, where each
source (like a power plant) has a limit placed on the amount of gases itcan
release—the cap. Those who emit less than the cap can sell their extra allowances
to those who are not able to make reductions as easily—the trade.

Carbon Tax

A proposed tax on energy sources that emit carbon dioxide, based on the carbon
content of a particular fuel, meant to curb both carbon emissions and consump-
tion of coal, natural gas, and oil. The resulting revenue could be used to fund
environmental projects, reduce other taxes, or returned to taxpayers via rebates.

Source: National RurallElectric Cooperative Association

Susquehanna nuclear
power plant sets
generation record in
2008

The Susquehanna Steam Electric
Station (SSES) nuclear power plant
set a plant record in 2008 for the
amount of electricity generated. The
two-unit plant generated 19,046,000
megawatt-hours in 2008, beating the plant’s previous record of 18,272,000
megawatt-hours set in 2005. The electricity generated by SSES in 2008 is
enough to power nearly 2 million homes. The plant, located in Luzerne County
north of Berwick, is jointly owned by PPL Susquehanna LLC and Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc., and is operated by PPL Susquehanna. Federal inspectors recently
reported they have decided PPL Corp. can manage the effects of aging at its 27-
year-old nuclear plant if the Nuclear Regulatory Commission extends the plant’s
license through 2044 as PPL Corp. has requested.
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I I ME Your Newsmagazine Through the Years

1989

WHEN MOST of us switch on a light or turn on a television, we take it
for granted that the electricity will be there. But there is a huge, unseen
network of lines and equipment behind that switch that has only one
mission — to carry electricity from the power plant to our homes and
businesses.

Those lines are built and maintained by a small army of people who
are dedicated to working in all kinds of weather at all hours of the day
and night to make sure our electricity is available when we do flip that
switch.

Twenty years ago, Adams Electric Cooperative linemen Bill
Collingsworth and Les Pomeroy, pictured on the 1989 Penn Lines front
cover, were part of that small army of linemen spread out across Pennsyl-
vania.

In addition to installing and maintaining the lines for their own coop-
erative, cooperative linemen often are dispatched to other cooperative ter-
ritories to assist when major storms cause multiple outages. Although
they most often work in Pennsylvania, sometimes they are dispatched to
more distant locations.

Because of the danger involved in working on high-voltage lines, line-
men must complete a thorough technical training program and then keep
up to date on safety issues through continuing education classes.

Linemen report the benefits of their jobs are that they work outside,
away from a desk, and their tasks are not repetitive. But their favorite part
of the job, most note, is the personal contact with cooperative members.

ADANS FLEC COOP
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1969 Northwestern Rural Electric Cooperative 1979 Rural Pennsylvania is showcased at the 1999 Automated meter reading (AMR) systems

Association member Donald Merritt travels over five Pennsylvania Farm Show, where hundreds of thousands begin to surface in Pennsylvania. AMR operates

miles through open fields on his snowmobile to make  of visitors view the finest in agricuttural products, dis- through an electronic module installed within or
his monthly payment in a timely fashion. plays and animals. behind a standard meter.
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With the state’s bear population on the rise, the Pennsylvania
Game Commission seeks to educate people about our furry neighbors

by Kelly Ann Butterbaugh
Contributing Writer

BEARS — they're big, furry, exciting, and
the last thing a person wants to see in the
backyard. Pennsylvanians have lived with
black bears since first settling the state,
but the bear population is on the rise, and
the Pennsylvania Game Commission is
seeking to educate people about bears.
“Bears needn’t be feared, nor should
they be dismissed as harmless. They sim-
ply need to be respected,” says the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission in its publication
“Living with Pennsylvania Black Bears.”
Development has brought state resi-
dents and bears closer together than ever
before. In the 1970s, it was believed that
approximately 4,000 black bears lived in
Pennsylvania. The number today is esti-
mated at around 15,000. This is what
concerns game commission officials.

3 _
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Bear Habitats

Bears would rather avoid people than
confront them. However, they are oppor-
tunistic feeders, and humans leave many
opportunities.

“The more accustomed to humans
bears become, the less likely they are to
run away, and the greater their potential
danger,” warns the Pennsylvania Game
Commission in its “Wildlife Notes.”

A black bear’s typical diet is made up
of a variety of foods, including young
plants, grass, acorns, ants, bees, berries,
mice, squirrels, groundhogs, beaver and
fawns (bears are thought to be responsi-
ble for 7 percent of fawn deaths in Penn-
sylvania). Bears eat a lot, especially dur-
ing the fall, as fat storage is crucial for a
bear’s hibernation. If the fall food supply
is meager, bears hibernate earlier and
produce fewer cubs.

At times, black bears seem contradic-
tory. The seemingly slow bear can run 35
miles per hour for short distances, and
the 600-pound animals are excellent
climbers and swimmers. While their eye-
sight is poor, they make up for it with
keen senses of smell and hearing. And
although they carry the moniker “black
bear,” the bears can sport a variety of fur
colors from brown to black to blonde.

Dan Bickel, the manager of Prince
Gallitzen State Park in REA Energy
Cooperative territory, describes the park
as having “an occasional bear that passes
through.” He attributes the park’s low

JUST RIGHT: Pennsylvania Game Commission per-
sonnel track some female bears through radio
collars. As part of their research about bears,
they enter the dens in late winter to check the
family’s health. This den was in Clinton County.




bear population to its less dense forests
and open hunting areas because bears
prefer diverse forests that provide ample
food choices.

Nuisance bears

Bear problems are rising as fast as the
bear population, and the bears causing
them have been dubbed “nuisance” or
“habituated” bears. In the late 1990s, con-
servation officers in the northeastern
counties of the state responded to approx-
imately 600 complaints of nuisance bears
a year. By 2002, they responded to 1,100
complaints in the same area.

John Wasserman, a retired Pennsylva-
nia Wildlife Conservation officer and
member of Tri-County Rural Electric
Cooperative, explains, “A bear can become
avery serious problem when it has lost its
fear of humans. This is often caused by
people who want to be entertained and
begin putting food outside for bears.”

Feeding bears is a large part of the
problem between bears and humans.
Once a bear is fed, it will return to the
area to search for more food. These
habituated bears are a threat to both the

BEAR WITNESS: Black bears can cause considerable damage to cornfields like this one
near Hyner, above, and even buildings, like this shed near Bitumen, left.

I Photos by John Wasserman

environment and to people’s safety. In
areas of northcentral Pennsylvania,
habituated bears have been known to
enter homes, camps and cars.

Howvever, Cathy Druck, who along
with her husband, Roger, own Pine Cradle
Lake Campground in Claverack Rural
Electric Cooperative territory, hasn't had
many bear problems at her property.

“1 think for the most part, people
come to this area because they expect to
see things like that,” Druck states.
“Hopefully, our guests will use common
sense and not expect to get close enough
to put themselves in danger. The bears
have not become a nuisance to us, and
hopefully never would.”

Meanwhile, the Pennsylvania Game
Commission reimburses persons who file
claims for damage to livestock due to
bears. The annual livestock claims total
nearly $10,000 with $4,860 going to api-
aries. The commission does not reimburse
for damaged crops, which is a more wide-
spread problem. Bears, especially males,
are known to gorge themselves on milk
stage corn after trampling an area.

Stan Glab, another member of Claver-

ack Rural Electric Cooperative, has had
repeated problems with a bear destroy-
ing his beehives. At one point, the bear
destroyed both of his hives. Glab then
rebuilt the hives within an electric wire
fence.

“All was looking good last spring until
the last week in May when out of the blue
my hive was strewn about again....After
inspecting the damage, it seems that the
bear crawled under the wire and
knocked the hive over,” Glab reports.
“Apparently the bear took the one box,
sat down by a tree and had lunch.”

Bears can also damage residences in
search of food. Claims have been filed
with the state for birdfeeders, grills, vehi-
cles and even swimming pools that have
been damaged by hungry bears. Unfor-
tunately, homeowners are not reim-
bursed for bear damage.

Also costly to the state is the need for
increased manpower to manage the
reported bear problems.

Pennsylvania’s bears
Luckily, a fatality due to a bear attack
has never been recorded in Pennsylvania.
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BEAR MARKET: Hungry bears searching for food
can cause considerable damage to trash contain-
ers, including these in Tamarack.

Wasserman explains, “Bear attacks in
Pennsylvania are extremely rare. When
they do occur, it is usually the result of the
bear being conditioned to people’s food.”

Suzanne DeArment, executive director
of the Tamarack Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Education Center in Northwestern
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
territory, cared for a bear cub at her cen-
ter. The cub was kept in a separate enclo-
sure that was secluded from the other ani-
mals, and there was no human contact.

“Bears become tame easily, and the
last thing you want is a tame bear,”
DeArment explains.

In 2003, the Pennsylvania Game
Commission sought to further separate
people from bears when it created a reg-
ulation making it illegal to intentionally
or unintentionally feed bears. During
the first 16 months the regulation was in
effect, five citations were issued and 213
warnings were given.

The hunting season for bears was also
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extended in some counties in northeast
and northcentral Pennsylvania. The state’s
plan was for deer hunters to purchase
bear tags and hunt in areas that bear
hunters typically didn't explore. These are
the areas prone to nuisance bears.

Lynn Williams, a member of the Red
Bend Hunting Club in Tri-County Rural
Electric Cooperative territory, believes
the game commission is trying to take a
step in the right direction because bears
are difficult to manage.

Williams, who has hunted black bear,
says, “I look at it from the hunting per-
spective...[The rise in bear population]
gives hunters a better opportunity to
harvest a bear...but I can see landown-
ers’ concerns.”

Living with bears

The Pennsylvania Game Commission
has made great efforts to keep bears and
humans apart. The “Management and
Biology of Black Bears in Pennsylvania”
is a plan that was launched in 2006. Its
mission is to maintain healthy black bear
populations in suitable habitats through-
out the Commonwealth that provide
hunting and viewing recreation without

» oF
W e S ET .
o e .

T = .

n

=

human-bear conflicts exceeding levels

acceptable to citizens of Pennsylvania.
The first step toward this success is to

educate the residents of the state.

“We typically try to do a lot of educa-
tion through our park newspaper,” Bick-

Further Information

The Game Commission’s pamphlet
“Living With Pennsylvania Black Bears”
can be downloaded at
http://Awww.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/lib/pgc/
blackbear/pdf/living_with_bears.pdf

The PA State Game Commission has
several links to bear information at:
http://Avww.pgc.state.pa.us

Harrisburg Game Commission Head-
quarters: 717/787-4250

Regional Pennsyivania Game Commission
Offices:

Northwestern Region 814/432-3187
Northcentral Region 570/398-4744
Northeastern Region 570/675-143
Southwestern Region 724/238-9523
Southcentral Region 814/643-1831
Southeastern Region 610/926-3136



“If | came across a bear, most importantly, I would stay calm and get out of the area
in the most non-evasive way possible.”

— Lynn Williams, Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative member

el notes. “That education seems to be
paying off.”

Relocating a bear is not always the
solution to the problem.

“While the relocated bear will still
have the same bad habits, it will some-
times solve the problem for the specific
property where the bear was trapped,”
Wasserman explains. “The bear will often
be reluctant to return to that particular
property due to a bad experience. [Other
times] relocation is merely moving the
problem elsewhere, and relocated bears
usually return to their home range.”

Instead, Williams encourages resi-
dents to be proactive.

“People who live in bear country need
to take steps to reduce bear-human inci-
dents,” he says.

L=

The first step is to eliminate what bears
love — food. Pet food should be kept
indoors or in a fenced area. Beehives
should be surrounded by electric fences.
Garbage, birdseed and even hummingbird
feeders need to be kept indoors at night.

It’s best to stop the problem before it
starts because if a bear does find some-
thing to eat at a specific location, return
visits are almost always guaranteed. If a
bear already has found food at a location,
residents are encouraged to immediately
remove all food products from areas the
bears can access. Even then, it will be at
least a month before the bear will stop
searching for food in the same location
and move on.

While people enjoy living and visiting
in bear territory, they need to be alert

- 4
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when bear encounters are possible.

“Watch them from a distance. Respect
their behavior,” DeArment cautions.

At Pine Cradle Lake Campground
this past season, a bear visited a camp-
site where the camper had neglected to
take down a birdfeeder in the evening.
Druck says the bear came onto the
campground property around 5 a.m.

“People were very excited about it,”
she says of the visit that caused no dam-
age to the site. “He came looking at her
open garbage can and found a bonus
with the feeder.”

“Most campers are very cautious, and
they know what attracts bears, raccoons
and skunks,” Druck adds. “People seem
to be more fearful of skunks than bears.”

Meanwhile, both Bickel and Wasser-
man recall times when they were called
to remove multiple bears from one site.
Back in 1983, Wasserman visited a land-
fill that was known as a place for bear
watching. There, he and a fellow biologist
tagged and examined six bears in one
evening. In 2006, Bickel called the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission to have eight
bears removed from Greenwood Furnace
State Park in Valley Rural Electric Coop-

MEET THE NEIGHBORS: These bear cubs may look
cute and cuddly, but they are wild creatures who
can be observed, but should not be approached.
These cubs were photographed near Renovo.

PENN LINES
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CARE BEAR: Pennsylvania Game Commission personnel trap and
relocate nuisance bears. John Wasserman, now retired, is shown

releasing a nuisance bear near Cooks Run.

erative territory before the dumpster that
had attracted them was moved and an
electric fence was installed around it.

Small changes can make properties
less inviting to bears. Taking out trash
on the morning of pickup rather than the
night before and keeping the ground
around fruit trees clean of fallen fruit can
help to eliminate food sources. Residents
in bear territory should consider fake
holiday decorations rather than real corn
stalks and pumpkins. Similarly, avoiding
compost piles and cleaning barbeque
grills is important if bears inhabit an
area.

“Everyone in the neighborhood will
have to cooperate. Unfortunately, this
kind of cooperation often doesn’t occur,”
Wasserman notes.

Knowing what to do when encounter-
ing a bear is the next step toward safe
living with bears. If a bear comes into the
area, people should stay calm and stay
inside, keeping a distance between them-
selves and the bear while making noise
to discourage it from staying. The game
commission advises “shooing” the ani-
mal like one would discourage a stray
dog. Keeping pets leashed when walking
them is also important in bear country in
order to avoid unwanted confrontations.
Bears are hesitant to approach a chained
dog, but they will defend themselves
against a dog attack.

“If I came across a bear, most impor-
tantly, 1 would stay calm and get out of
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the area in the
most non-evasive
way possible,”
explains Williams.
Composure is

Resident bears

The black bear is part of Pennsylva-
nia’s natural wildlife, and people look
forward to seeing one as much as they
fear a confrontation.

key when facing a “The black bear in Pennsylvania is a
pear. Bears some-  mgjestic animal,” Williams explains.
times “bluff

“They’re a special treat because they’re
not as plentiful as deer....If a bear is in the
yard, everybody grabs the video cameras.”
Druck laughingly adds that when the
bear entered her campground, the woman
who owned the birdfeeder woke her two
grandchildren to see the bear, and a
camping neighbor took pictures and later

charge” at people,
stand on their hind
legs to investigate
further, or make
popping warnings
with their jaws. Running

' from the animal may incite

B 2 achase. The Pennsylvania distributed them to fellow campers.

Game Commission’s publi-
cation “Living with Black
Bears” cautions, “Nobody
can outrun a bear.”

Bears are residents of the state and like
any resident, their human neighbors need
to understand them and learn to live with
them rather than work against them. W

Pennsylvania fast becoming bear-hunting destination

Each year, bear hunters have every reason to be excited, according to Mark Ternent,
Pennsylvania Game Commission bear biologist.

“Our black bear population is a remarkable resource,” Ternent said. “Every year since
2000, more than 100,000 hunters have headed afield in pursuit of bears, with harvests
exceeding 3,000 bears most years, yet many local bear populations across the state have
remained stable or increased. It's a good time to be a bear hunter.

“Because our bear population now covers almost three-quarters of the state — and
includes a number of world-class trophy bears — Pennsylvania has become one of the top
states for bear hunters. Every bear hunter heads afield in Pennsylvania knowing he or she
has a chance to see a bear and to possibly take a huge one that weighs 700 to 800
pounds, including the 2008 season.”

Ternent noted that the only gamble is weather.

“In 2007, weather impacted the opening day of the traditional three-day November
bear season,” he said. “But hunters still took 2,360 bears by the time the state’s slate of
bear seasons closed. The opening day is almost always the best day of any season,
because hunter participation is generally the highest.

“In 2008, hunters registered an impressive harvest of 3,460 bears, according to
preliminary figures, which falls more in line with what we had anticipated, and ranks
second only to the 2005 season, in which hunters took 4,164 bears, and ahead of the
2006 harvest of 3122

Other recent bear harvests include: 2,598 in 1998; 1,740 in 1999; 3,075 in 2000;
3,063 in 200}; 2,686 in 2002; 3,000 in 2003; and 2,972 in 2004.

The top 10 bears processed at check stations for the 2008 season all had estimated
live weights exceeding 600 pounds. Morgan C. Neipert, of Tobyhanna, harvested the
largest bear, which was a male that weighed in at 716 pounds (estimated live weight). The
bear was taken in Tobyhanna Township, Monroe County, at 3:30 p.m. on Nov. 25.

Since 1992, six bears with an estimated live weight of 800 pounds or more have been
taken in Pennsylvania. The possibility of another 800-pounder being taken by a hunter is
always in play when Pennsylvania’s bear season opens.

Ternent noted that, with a statewide population estimate of around 14,000 bears,
Pennsylvania bear hunters should expect to see three seasons again for 2009. The
state’s primary bear season is the statewide three-day season held just prior to Thanks-
giving. There also is a two-day archery bear season in mid-November in certain Wildlife
Management Units, and, beginning in 2002, hunters in certain WMUs have had the oppor-
tunity to harvest bear concurrent with the first week of the firearms deer season.

Final bear harvest figures for the 2008 season are expected in early 2009.

Source: Pennsylvania Game Commission





