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BEAR MARKET: Hungry bears searching for food
can cause considerable damage to trash contain-
ers, including these in Tamarack.

Wasserman explains, “Bear attacks in
Pennsylvania are extremely rare. When
they do occur, it is usually the result of the
bear being conditioned to people’s food.”

Suzanne DeArment, executive director
of the Tamarack Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Education Center in Northwestern
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
territory, cared for a bear cub at her cen-
ter. The cub was kept in a separate enclo-
sure that was secluded from the other ani-
mals, and there was no human contact.

“Bears become tame easily, and the
last thing you want is a tame bear,”
DeArment explains.

In 2003, the Pennsylvania Game
Commission sought to further separate
people from bears when it created a reg-
ulation making it illegal to intentionally
or unintentionally feed bears. During
the first 16 months the regulation was in
effect, five citations were issued and 213
warnings were given.

The hunting season for bears was also
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extended in some counties in northeast
and northcentral Pennsylvania. The state’s
plan was for deer hunters to purchase
bear tags and hunt in areas that bear
hunters typically didn't explore. These are
the areas prone to nuisance bears.

Lynn Williams, a member of the Red
Bend Hunting Club in Tri-County Rural
Electric Cooperative territory, believes
the game commission is trying to take a
step in the right direction because bears
are difficult to manage.

Williams, who has hunted black bear,
says, “I look at it from the hunting per-
spective...[The rise in bear population]
gives hunters a better opportunity to
harvest a bear...but I can see landown-
ers’ concerns.”

Living with bears

The Pennsylvania Game Commission
has made great efforts to keep bears and
humans apart. The “Management and
Biology of Black Bears in Pennsylvania”
is a plan that was launched in 2006. Its
mission is to maintain healthy black bear
populations in suitable habitats through-
out the Commonwealth that provide
hunting and viewing recreation without
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human-bear conflicts exceeding levels

acceptable to citizens of Pennsylvania.
The first step toward this success is to

educate the residents of the state.

“We typically try to do a lot of educa-
tion through our park newspaper,” Bick-

Further Information

The Game Commission’s pamphlet
“Living With Pennsylvania Black Bears”
can be downloaded at
http://Awww.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/lib/pgc/
blackbear/pdf/living_with_bears.pdf

The PA State Game Commission has
several links to bear information at:
http://Avww.pgc.state.pa.us

Harrisburg Game Commission Head-
quarters: 717/787-4250

Regional Pennsyivania Game Commission
Offices:

Northwestern Region 814/432-3187
Northcentral Region 570/398-4744
Northeastern Region 570/675-143
Southwestern Region 724/238-9523
Southcentral Region 814/643-1831
Southeastern Region 610/926-3136



“If | came across a bear, most importantly, I would stay calm and get out of the area
in the most non-evasive way possible.”

— Lynn Williams, Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative member

el notes. “That education seems to be
paying off.”

Relocating a bear is not always the
solution to the problem.

“While the relocated bear will still
have the same bad habits, it will some-
times solve the problem for the specific
property where the bear was trapped,”
Wasserman explains. “The bear will often
be reluctant to return to that particular
property due to a bad experience. [Other
times] relocation is merely moving the
problem elsewhere, and relocated bears
usually return to their home range.”

Instead, Williams encourages resi-
dents to be proactive.

“People who live in bear country need
to take steps to reduce bear-human inci-
dents,” he says.
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The first step is to eliminate what bears
love — food. Pet food should be kept
indoors or in a fenced area. Beehives
should be surrounded by electric fences.
Garbage, birdseed and even hummingbird
feeders need to be kept indoors at night.

It’s best to stop the problem before it
starts because if a bear does find some-
thing to eat at a specific location, return
visits are almost always guaranteed. If a
bear already has found food at a location,
residents are encouraged to immediately
remove all food products from areas the
bears can access. Even then, it will be at
least a month before the bear will stop
searching for food in the same location
and move on.

While people enjoy living and visiting
in bear territory, they need to be alert
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when bear encounters are possible.

“Watch them from a distance. Respect
their behavior,” DeArment cautions.

At Pine Cradle Lake Campground
this past season, a bear visited a camp-
site where the camper had neglected to
take down a birdfeeder in the evening.
Druck says the bear came onto the
campground property around 5 a.m.

“People were very excited about it,”
she says of the visit that caused no dam-
age to the site. “He came looking at her
open garbage can and found a bonus
with the feeder.”

“Most campers are very cautious, and
they know what attracts bears, raccoons
and skunks,” Druck adds. “People seem
to be more fearful of skunks than bears.”

Meanwhile, both Bickel and Wasser-
man recall times when they were called
to remove multiple bears from one site.
Back in 1983, Wasserman visited a land-
fill that was known as a place for bear
watching. There, he and a fellow biologist
tagged and examined six bears in one
evening. In 2006, Bickel called the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission to have eight
bears removed from Greenwood Furnace
State Park in Valley Rural Electric Coop-

MEET THE NEIGHBORS: These bear cubs may look
cute and cuddly, but they are wild creatures who
can be observed, but should not be approached.
These cubs were photographed near Renovo.
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CARE BEAR: Pennsylvania Game Commission personnel trap and
relocate nuisance bears. John Wasserman, now retired, is shown

releasing a nuisance bear near Cooks Run.

erative territory before the dumpster that
had attracted them was moved and an
electric fence was installed around it.

Small changes can make properties
less inviting to bears. Taking out trash
on the morning of pickup rather than the
night before and keeping the ground
around fruit trees clean of fallen fruit can
help to eliminate food sources. Residents
in bear territory should consider fake
holiday decorations rather than real corn
stalks and pumpkins. Similarly, avoiding
compost piles and cleaning barbeque
grills is important if bears inhabit an
area.

“Everyone in the neighborhood will
have to cooperate. Unfortunately, this
kind of cooperation often doesn’t occur,”
Wasserman notes.

Knowing what to do when encounter-
ing a bear is the next step toward safe
living with bears. If a bear comes into the
area, people should stay calm and stay
inside, keeping a distance between them-
selves and the bear while making noise
to discourage it from staying. The game
commission advises “shooing” the ani-
mal like one would discourage a stray
dog. Keeping pets leashed when walking
them is also important in bear country in
order to avoid unwanted confrontations.
Bears are hesitant to approach a chained
dog, but they will defend themselves
against a dog attack.

“If I came across a bear, most impor-
tantly, 1 would stay calm and get out of
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the area in the
most non-evasive
way possible,”
explains Williams.
Composure is

Resident bears

The black bear is part of Pennsylva-
nia’s natural wildlife, and people look
forward to seeing one as much as they
fear a confrontation.

key when facing a “The black bear in Pennsylvania is a
pear. Bears some-  mgjestic animal,” Williams explains.
times “bluff

“They’re a special treat because they’re
not as plentiful as deer....If a bear is in the
yard, everybody grabs the video cameras.”
Druck laughingly adds that when the
bear entered her campground, the woman
who owned the birdfeeder woke her two
grandchildren to see the bear, and a
camping neighbor took pictures and later

charge” at people,
stand on their hind
legs to investigate
further, or make
popping warnings
with their jaws. Running

' from the animal may incite

B 2 achase. The Pennsylvania distributed them to fellow campers.

Game Commission’s publi-
cation “Living with Black
Bears” cautions, “Nobody
can outrun a bear.”

Bears are residents of the state and like
any resident, their human neighbors need
to understand them and learn to live with
them rather than work against them. W

Pennsylvania fast becoming bear-hunting destination

Each year, bear hunters have every reason to be excited, according to Mark Ternent,
Pennsylvania Game Commission bear biologist.

“Our black bear population is a remarkable resource,” Ternent said. “Every year since
2000, more than 100,000 hunters have headed afield in pursuit of bears, with harvests
exceeding 3,000 bears most years, yet many local bear populations across the state have
remained stable or increased. It's a good time to be a bear hunter.

“Because our bear population now covers almost three-quarters of the state — and
includes a number of world-class trophy bears — Pennsylvania has become one of the top
states for bear hunters. Every bear hunter heads afield in Pennsylvania knowing he or she
has a chance to see a bear and to possibly take a huge one that weighs 700 to 800
pounds, including the 2008 season.”

Ternent noted that the only gamble is weather.

“In 2007, weather impacted the opening day of the traditional three-day November
bear season,” he said. “But hunters still took 2,360 bears by the time the state’s slate of
bear seasons closed. The opening day is almost always the best day of any season,
because hunter participation is generally the highest.

“In 2008, hunters registered an impressive harvest of 3,460 bears, according to
preliminary figures, which falls more in line with what we had anticipated, and ranks
second only to the 2005 season, in which hunters took 4,164 bears, and ahead of the
2006 harvest of 3122

Other recent bear harvests include: 2,598 in 1998; 1,740 in 1999; 3,075 in 2000;
3,063 in 200}; 2,686 in 2002; 3,000 in 2003; and 2,972 in 2004.

The top 10 bears processed at check stations for the 2008 season all had estimated
live weights exceeding 600 pounds. Morgan C. Neipert, of Tobyhanna, harvested the
largest bear, which was a male that weighed in at 716 pounds (estimated live weight). The
bear was taken in Tobyhanna Township, Monroe County, at 3:30 p.m. on Nov. 25.

Since 1992, six bears with an estimated live weight of 800 pounds or more have been
taken in Pennsylvania. The possibility of another 800-pounder being taken by a hunter is
always in play when Pennsylvania’s bear season opens.

Ternent noted that, with a statewide population estimate of around 14,000 bears,
Pennsylvania bear hunters should expect to see three seasons again for 2009. The
state’s primary bear season is the statewide three-day season held just prior to Thanks-
giving. There also is a two-day archery bear season in mid-November in certain Wildlife
Management Units, and, beginning in 2002, hunters in certain WMUs have had the oppor-
tunity to harvest bear concurrent with the first week of the firearms deer season.

Final bear harvest figures for the 2008 season are expected in early 2009.

Source: Pennsylvania Game Commission



